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Seminar “Motivations of judicial decisions and the European Court of Human Rights – how to avoid violation judgments”.
Date: 28-29/09/2015

Place: Lublin

Languages: Polish, English

Speakers and Chairperson:

Zdenek Kühn, the chairperson of the group of the experts, judge ad hoc of the European Court of Human Rights, judge of the Supreme Administrative Court of the Czech Republic, professor at the Department of Jurisprudence, Faculty of Law, Charles University in Praha, author of several monographs and numerous articles which have been published in the Czech Republic as well as abroad.
Szymon Janczarek, the expert representing Republic of Poland, criminal court judge in the District Court Gdansk, from 2012 judge seconded to the Council of Europe - a legal officer in the Department for the Execution of Judgments of the European Court of Human Rights, trainer specialising in human rights issues, in particular the European Convention on Human Rights and the case-law of the European Court of Human Rights.
Jussi E. Pedersen, the expert representing Norway, professor at Law Faculty, University of Tromsø, Mr. Pedersen had motivation of judgements as basis for his PhD thesis. He has also worked as a judge in Hålogaland Court of Appeal, Tromsø.
Roxana Rizoiu, the expert representing Romania, judicial trainer at the National School of Magistracy in Bucharest on the European Convention on Human Rights, has served two terms as Government Agent for Romania before the European Court of Human Rights.
David Kosař, the expert representing the Czech Republic, head of the Department of Constitutional Law and Political Science of Masaryk University in Brno.
Rima Ažubalytė, the expert representing the Republic of Lithuania, judge of Supreme Court, Professor of Criminal law and procedure institute at Mykolas Romeris University, Law faculty.
Participants: judges from Poland, Norway, Romania, the Czech Republic and the Republic of Lithuania 
Agenda:
Monday, 28/09/2015
9.00-10.00 Opening address

- 
Presentation of the background and goals of the cycle of seminars.

- 
Presentation of the Partners participating in organization of the series of seminars: the Norwegian Courts Administration, the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Poland, the National School of Judiciary and Public Prosecution, the Superior Council of Magistracy of Romania, the Ministry of Justice of the Czech Republic, the National Judiciary Administration of the Republic of Lithuania, the Council of Europe as the initiator of the European Programme for Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals (HELP).

- 
Presentation of the chair person and the experts.

- 
Organizational information for the participants.

10.00-10.45 Opening lecture 

Methodological introduction

· the style of ECHR judgments

· getting oriented in the judgments of ECHR

· how to understand them

· comparison with the national legal styles

· general requirements relating to judicial reasoning under Convention Art. 6 (chairperson, Zdenek Kühn)
10.45-11.00 Coffee break

11.00 -11.15 HELP Network and methodology: the training of judges in the age of subsidiarity.

11.15-12.15 Presentation of national practices concerning motivations of judicial decisions. (all experts including chairperson)

12.15-12.45 Presentation 1 

Errors in motivations as a factor contributing to procedural violations of Article 2 and 3 of the Convention.  (Szymon Janczarek)
12.45-13.15 Presentation 2 

Requirements of Article 5 of the Convention to give reasoned judicial decisions. (Roxana Rizoiu)
13.15-14.45 Lunch break

14.45-15.15 Presentation 3 
Article 6 and reasoning of national judicial decisions: the right to examine witnesses  (Rima Ažubalytė)
15.15-15.45 Presentation 4 

Article 8 and the reasoning of national judicial decisions. (Jussi E. Pedersen)
15.45-16.15 Presentation 5 

Freedom of expression and its limitation under criminal law. Reasoning and justification what is necessary interference in a democratic society under Art. 10. (David Kosař)
16.15-16.30 Coffee break

16.30-17.15 Workshops for judges (in 3 groups)

Group 1(Article 6+Article 10)

Group 2 (Article 6+Article 8)

Group 3 (Article 6+Article 5+Article 2/3)

Tuesday, 29/09/2015
9.00-11.00 Workshops for judges (in 3 groups)

11.00-11.15 Coffee break
11.15-12.45 Conclusion of workshops
12.45-13.00 Closing remarks
13.00             Lunch
Operational Program "Judicial Capacity – building and cooperation/Improvement of the Efficiency of Justice" financed from Norwegian funds and national funds
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